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Present: Andrew Wade (Chairman), John Ward (Babergh District Councillor) Gordon Jones (Suffolk 
County Councillor), Dave Crimmin (Clerk) and 12 residents including PPC councillors John 
Baxter, John Flather, James Oxford and Stewart Sowman. 

2021/01 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies received from the Police, Bill Wigglesworth, Jeff Townsend and Angela May. 
 
2021/02 Minutes of Meeting held on 4th April 2019 
The minutes of the meeting were approved and digitally signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
2021/03 Report from Suffolk Constabulary 
No Police representative could attend the meeting and the Clerk read their submitted report.  

“By way of an introduction, I am Pc Mike Small your Community Engagement Officer for the Hadleigh 
Safer Neighbourhood Policing sector. Your area is covered from our team of officers based at Hadleigh 
Police Station.  

In preparing this report, I have reviewed all the calls recorded in the last twelve months that were made to 
our control room relating to the Polstead area. The majority of reports relate to the sightings of suspicious 
vehicles or persons seen around farms and other buildings. I am happy to report that crime in your parish 
is very low with less than ten reports of theft and criminal damage recorded. There have been two 
domestic burglaries which are still under investigation by our CID team.  The other calls relate to incidents 
on the roads and the setting of traps to capture animals. 

When I have patrolled through the village and spoken to local residents, a common concern is the subject 
of speeding in the restricted speed limits around the parish.  Unfortunately, this is a common concern in 
our rural communities and seems to have been exacerbated with the lighter traffic we have experienced 
on the roads over the last year.  You may have seen that there is a new initiative to place temporary 
ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) in rural areas to focus on the issue.  More information in 
relation to this will be released shortly to local Parish councils about how they can apply to be part of the 
scheme. 

In relation to rural crime, I would urge all of your parishioners to be vigilant in relation to the security of 
their property and outbuildings. Advice on home security can be found at our website under the ‘First 
Principle’ pages. In relation to reporting matters to us, if the matter is non-urgent I encourage you to visit 
our website again and go to the ‘Report Something’ tab.  In an emergency, always dial 999.  

If anyone has any direct queries that they would like me to address, please feel free to email me at 
CEOipwesthadleigh@suffolk.pnn.police.uk ” 

2019/04 Report from County Councillor 
Gordon Jones gave an overview of the year at Suffolk County Council which covered the following issues 
at Suffolk County Council: 

“Well it’s 2 years since we had an annual parish meeting, and 23rd March 2021 marked 12 months to 
the day that the Prime Minister called upon us all to Stay Home, Protect the NHS and Save Lives as 
we all entered the first COVID national lockdown. 
  
Well what an extraordinary year it has been, we still can’t meet in person where we would normally 
hold our meetings and have a drink and a chat afterwards, although my mileage has reduced 
substantially!  
 
In the last year we have all been touched by the impact of the pandemic in some way. Many have 
had the virus and recovered, others have known somebody close who has caught the virus and 
tragically some of us have seen the loss of family and friends to this terrible pandemic.  

mailto:CEOipwesthadleigh@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
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At Suffolk County Council like many businesses and organisations we have reacted with speed and 
professionalism in finding ways to adapt services to continue supporting residents. Many of our 
employees have stepped forward to work in new multi-agency teams, helping to source and supply 
over 5 million items of PPE to care homes and the voluntary sector and helping set up and support 
the delivery of support services such as Home But Not Alone.  
 
At this point I want to thank all the volunteers across Suffolk for the role you have all played and 
especially those in in all the villages in he Samford Division for the outstanding contribution you have 
all made. A heartfelt thanks from all of us.  
 
Our Public Health team continue to be at the forefront of local testing and the vaccination programme 
with partners across local government, health and wider Public Sector, not forgetting the significant 
role volunteers have played in the delivery of the vaccine. The whole vaccine programme has been 
the outstanding success of the response to the pandemic.  
 
When the time is right, we need to reflect on what worked well and what did not and let us be honest 
many things did not and we need to learn from them. The debate still continues today on whether to 
have vaccines passports or not and the whole testing programme going forward to name just two.  
Reflecting on some of the highlights at SCC during the last year: -  
 
March 2020. Winning £830k of funding to develop an outline business case to improve the A12 East 
of Ipswich, and consultations have recently been taking place on the proposals.  
 
April A drive through COVID-19 testing facility opened at Copdock  
 
May For those interested in local history, a new Suffolk Heritage Explorer website was launched.  
 
June Better Broadband for Suffolk reached its 100,000th customer. This work is continuing and has 
recently received fresh impetus with recent announcements from central Government, as we all 
recognise the importance of good, fast reliable connectivity in the times of “new ways of working”.  
 
July The successful booking system for out Household Waste recycling centres extended to people 
with vans and trailers and trade waste. We’ve recently announced further automation of the booking 
system.  
Further details of policy changes to support our ambition to be a net zero authority by 2030.  
 
August on 5th August Suffolk Highways announced they had completed its 1000th resurfaced mile of 
road since May 2017.  
 
September First of Suffolk 2020 Fund bids approved; £300k to provide 100 fast charging points for 
Electronic Vehicles in rural parts of the county.  
The Hold; the new records office in Ipswich welcomes its first visitors  
 
October Another Suffolk 2020 Fund bid approved £228k for tree planting, protecting hedgerows & 
verges.  
 
November. Final approval of the Government’s part of the funding of the Gull Wing bridge in 
Lowestoft approved, contracts will now be signed.  
Work started in March. The designs show that Lowestoft will get an iconic bridge  
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December New cycle parking installed in Bury St Edmunds & Haverhill financed by the 
Government’s emergency Active Travel Fund  
 
January Two new Suffolk 2020 Fund projects announced. Discovering Suffolk and a Dementia 
therapy initiative using virtual reality experiences.  
 
February Council’s 2021/22 Budget agreed, and I’ve already covered that many times in my monthly 
reports. Further 16 rapid testing centres for COVID-19 opened, bringing total to 23. Highways 
increase drainage budget for 2021/22  
 
March. SCC secures £3.1m for building decarbonisation initiative. Freeport East approved as a new 
freeport. Further Suffolk 2020 Fund projects launched including £400k for the ANPR speed camera 
2-year trial. Total funding agreed £2.8m for the 2020 Fund  
 
Having been a Councillor for the last 8 years with 7 as a member of the Cabinet , 5½ years with 
responsibility for Children’s Services, Education & Skills and with the last 18 months for Finance & 
Resources, I have decided to “retire” and not to seek re-election in May. I just want to say what a 
pleasure and a privilege it has been to work with you and the Parish Councils over these last 8 years 
and wish you all the best for the future  
 
Happy to answer any questions, but before I do a couple of items you may wish to take particular 
notice of in the coming months and years.  
 
Pylons – National Grid, whether that be the upgrade of the Bramford to Twinstead line in the north of 
the division or the recently proposed ATNC line from Bramford in the south of the division through the 
parishes of Bentley & East Bergholt and onto Essex both need watching. Parliament needs to 
change the legislation to ensure that National Grid are not limited to supplying the least (financial) 
cost option but are made to consider the social value and environmental impact so the maximum 
amount of cabling is underground or underwater. Local MPs need to ensure that the legislation is 
enacted to enable this to happen.  
 
The upgrade of the Copdock interchange, is due in the next phase of RIS programme from 2025. Try 
and make sure you are fully included in the prior consultation, and that upgrading of the junctions on 
the A12 between the Essex border and the Copdock interchange are finally included in the 
programme.  
 
I’ve joined many of you to address speeding through your villages since becoming your councillor in 2013, 
and we finally have a 2-year trial of ANPR cameras starting shortly. For those that want to be included, do 
make sure your new councillor takes up the baton on your behalf. I will also write to the road safety team 
before I depart to ensure your involvement.” 
 
Gordon answered questions on waste disposal and fly tipping. 
 
2019/05 Report from District Councillor 
John Ward, Babergh District Councillor gave an overview of BDC’s year. 

“A lot happened at Babergh since last year’s annual parish meetings, when we were really only at the 
start of our response to the Covid-19 crisis. As you will see from this report, in addition to the extra work 
that Covid-19 has required, we have been able to maintain a near normal service and made some notable 
achievements. 
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Covid-19 
Since the start of the pandemic, we have distributed a large amount of government support to business in 
the form of an ever-increasing array of finance packages, distributed our own community grants, worked 
with our local government, health, probation and police partners to ensure all homeless people had 
somewhere to go and also worked with our partners in the county, through the Suffolk Resilience Forum, 
to support the vulnerable. At the same time, we have kept all our normal services running, with only 
temporary pauses of things like garden waste collection. 
 
The Home, But Not Alone free phoneline has helped thousands of people and families across Suffolk, 
who often didn’t have a network of family or friends to call upon, to access emergency support such as 
food and medicine deliveries and befriending schemes during the lockdowns.There is a lot of countywide 
information available for all things related to the current Covid-19 situation in Suffolk, including statistics, 
how to access testing and the latest on the vaccination rollout. 
 
But we do now seem to be on steady path out of this crisis, due to the really excellent vaccination 
programme. Here is Suffolk, from being a laggard at the beginning of the year we are now the best 
performing county in England. The Covid infection rate has dropped from an alarming 650 per 100,000 in 
early January to about 14 per 100,000 now. 
Planning 
The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan was approved at council meetings in November and, 
following the final consultation, we submitted the it for examination on 31st March. 
 
Both Councils also recently published their Five-Year Housing Land Supply position statement, 
evidencing that Government housing requirements can be met by the districts until 2025 and beyond. 
We provided responses to the Planning white paper and also to the consultation document on changes to 
the current planning system. 
 
It has been suggested that the white paper removes local control and favours large developers, although 
there are explicit statements to the contrary in the white paper. As is often the case, people read into 
these things what they want to see. The current planning system is too complex and inefficient, but some 
of the criticism from government aimed at local authorities is ill-informed. It remains to be seen what 
legislation is proposed but, through the District Councils’ Network and Local Government Association, we 
will seek to influence and monitor whatever is laid before parliament. 
 
Local Economy 
28 businesses from across Babergh and Mid Suffolk were shortlisted in the first ever business Innovation 
Awards in November. These were held virtually and were a great success. Of the 11 winners, two were 
from Hadleigh: Challs International won the Most Innovative SME category and Ferguson’s Deli won the 
High Street Innovation award. Another success has been the Sudbury Virtual High Street that allows 
shoppers to enjoy the very best of Sudbury from the comfort of their front room. More than 100 businesse 
have now signed up to this and we will now be rolling it out to the other towns in the districts. 
 
We are excited by the success of the Freeport East bid, which will encompass Felixstowe and Harwich 
ports and the new Gateway14 business park outside Stowmarket. We expect a boost with businesses 
wanting to locate in Babergh as well as neighbouring districts.  A new £300,000 funding programme for 
small businesses across Babergh and Mid Suffolk has been agreed - with funds to be allocated over the 
next three years.  This will provide a much needed boost to businesses after the coronavirus crisis to help 
sustain and create jobs, provide opportunities to grow and innovate as well as react to the changing 
business landscape.  We have agreed to an £180,000 upgrade in CCTV provision for Hadleigh and 
Sudbury. 
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Babergh 2021/22 Budget 
At the February council meeting, Babergh’s budget for 2020/21 was approved and included an increase in 
council tax of £5 (3.1%) a year for a Band D property. There will also be a small increase of 2.7% in 
council house rents, after several years of annual 1% reductions. Our investments continue to be an 
increasing and necessary part of our income to replace lost government support. We have a balanced 
budget this year, with some spare funds to top up our reserves, but the medium term outlook still presents 
a challenge and we await a long-term funding settlement from the government. We have, of course, 
suffered significant increased costs and income reduction due to Covid, but the government has provided 
extensive support, which covers much, but not all, of these losses. 
 
Parking 
We reviewed our parking provision across the district and whilst we recognised the need and desire to 
retain an element of subsidised parking, we have made changes to ensure the Council’s finances are 
secure and also to encourage more sustainable transport options for the future.  We have also introduced 
the MiPermit app in our car parks so that users do not need to get a paper ticket. 
 
Environmental Measures 
Cabinets at Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have approved a raft of environmental measures to 
help the councils achieve their ambition of becoming carbon neutral by 2030. We have: 

• Created action plans for Sustainable Travel and Biodiversity. 

• Approved running our vehicle fleet on HVO – Hydro-treated Vegetable Oil – to cut their carbon 
emissions by up to 90%. 

• Approved the installation of micro-generation and electricity storage solar carports in Sudbury and 
Stowmarket. 

 
We have also been able to keep up our regular waste collections, despite periods of reduced staffing 
levels due to crew illness and isolation. We did, however. Have to suspend the garden waste collection 
over winter, but this has now resumed. 
 
New Pool in Hadleigh 
Following construction delays and the lockdown restrictions, the new pool in Hadleigh will finally open this 
month when the leisure centre reopens. The facilities are a significant improvement on what was there 
before and I am sure it will be a great success. 
 
Babergh top for life satisfaction in Suffolk 
And finally, a recent survey by the Office for National Statistics has ranked Babergh as having the 
greatest life satisfaction in the county – reflecting the district’s residents, businesses, heritage, and 
‘natural’ beauty.” 
 
John answered questions on parking enforcement and fly tipping. 
 

2021/06 Report from Polstead Village Hall Committee 
The Chairman read Jeff Townsend’s report. 
 
“As for all the last year has been extremely difficult for the Village hall with government enforced 
lockdowns and the social distancing rules in place. The village hall did open for some bookings following 
the guidelines available through Community Action Suffolk and risk assessments from ACRE (Action with 
Communities in Rural England). 
 
The Village hall committee has also gone through a major change and challenge as our long-standing 
chairperson has stood down for personal reasons, thus giving us all a few other problems to overcome, 
we would at this point like to Thank Sue Wigglesworth (outgoing Chair and her husband Bill (committee 
member) for all the support given to the hall and the village as a whole and we will miss them both. 
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The hall committee is now, following the easing of some restrictions looking to get back on track and 
ensure the hall is run as efficiently as possible following all the rules and protocols in place and continuing 
to make the hall an asset for Polstead and surrounding communities. We have some work to do around 
governance and providing appropriate information to the charity commissions as required, along with 
working with PPC and the WI to ensure the land is transferred to the Hall. 
 
As mentioned above the hall has put in place a risk assessment and user groups are able to access this 
along with providing their own risk assessment for their members, we have also supplied cleaning 
materials, sanitiser, and signage. The committee are grateful to Baber District Council, PPC and the UK 
Government for the financial support provided during the pandemic as the income generated from 
bookings has dropped to a negligible amount. 
 
We are looking forward to opening the hall and welcoming back users on the 17th  May subject to the 
government road map.” 
 
2021/07 Report from Community Shop 
Sheena Baxter gave the following report. 
 
“Things at the Community Shop have changed since we last two years ago. We were definitely struggling 
then but were then lucky enough to get new blood in the shop with new ideas and enthusiasm. When we 
went into the first lockdown the village to use the shop much more regularly as most people didn't 
particular want to go to the supermarket. This then meant we had to up our game and get more stock in 
and also rearrange times of opening as there were quite a few of the volunteers who, being over 70 were 
unable to serve in the shop. 
 
We were very fortunate that many of the schoolchildren and University Students really pitched in to help 
the community, not only serving in the shop but delivering shopping to residents and also cheering up with 
a new recipe every week on the blackboard outside the shop. They really were all fantastic and to thank 
everyone who had helped so much during this time we held a tea and fizz party in the village hall (all 
according to the social distancing and sanitising rules for as many who were able to come. This was 
funded by a wonderful fund raiser set up by the Lock family for the benefit of the volunteers who kept the 
village shop open. 
 
We had decided to open all day from 9 until 4.30 and this has a great success which we will continue with 
as it has definitely helped our footfall and made the shop much more integral to the village. We were very 
grateful to the Parish Council for donating money to help with costs towards volunteers rushing around 
doing the shopping and others delivering shopping. We were taken by surprise by Babergh's grant but 
also very grateful for it. We now have a new blind and recently got a smart new coffee machine which has 
very well received. Hopefully another reason to be a hub for the village. 
 
Overall we are very pleased with how things are going now and hope that the village will continue to 
support the shop as we come out of lockdown and we certainly have to thank the few who have really 
worked extremely hard to everything afloat.” 
 
2021/08 Report from Polstead Village Recorder 
The Clerk read the report submitted by Bill Wigglesworth.  
 
“As in many other villages, Polstead was largely dominated during 2020 by the effects of the Covid 
emergency.  Several local residents had early contact with the virus in February, including the present 
writer and his wife, in our case at a concert in Ipswich, before we were properly aware of what was 
happening.  Sue’s brother-in-law subsequently died and her sister, who was also sitting nearer to the 
suspected “super spreader”, had to be given oxygen in hospital.  We, thankfully, got off more lightly, 
though the effects of even a comparatively mild dose of Covid proved enough to induce great caution for 
the rest of the epidemic. 
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The same message had permeated more widely by the end of March, when the actual and predicted level 
of hospital admissions, and the threat that this posed to the National Health Service, forced the 
Government to impose a general national lockdown, despite the devastating social and economic effects.  
Polstead suddenly became unusually quiet, with greatly reduced road traffic and, as the controls on 
international travel increased, the absence of noise from aircraft approaching Stansted.  At the same time, 
a miraculous period of three months of glorious dry spring weather came as a welcome relief from the 
preceding exceptionally wet eighteen months, enabled local residents, taking their allowable exercise, to 
enjoy the footpaths of Polstead in unprecedented numbers and helped agricultural activities to get back 
into their stride.  Polstead in blossom time seemed an excellent place to be. 
 
As the Covid precautions tightened, the pubs closed, the village hall ceased activities and the church 
found it impossible to stay open, under Covid secure rules, even for individual prayer, due to insufficient 
volunteers under eighty or not shielding.  With only essential shops open under strict conditions, it fell to 
helpful local volunteers to assist those without transport to stay supplied; and the number of delivery vans 
began to multiply. The rector maintained his spiritual role in leading church services on line and the Parish 
Council in due course followed suit with its meetings on Zoom.  Commuting traffic all but vanished and 
working from home became the norm, in parallel with home tutoring by beleaguered parents whose 
children could not go to school.  Television became the universal form of entertainment and relaxation. 
 
Some mitigation in the rules was possible, from June, in the all too brief period in the summer when Covid 
case numbers had receded; but the main features, with their restrictive controls, remained in place, in 
Polstead as elsewhere, going into the autumn, culminating with the second lockdown and effective 
cancellation of Christmas as the second Covid wave struck.  All eyes were focussed on the amazing 
progress being made in developing effective vaccines to combat the disease which became the only 
practicable route out of what had become a devastating world-wide crisis. 
 
With Sue and my departure from Polstead and arrival in Lavenham, I should like to thank all the many 
people who have inundated us with cards and good wishes for the future.  We will be in touch with as 
many as possible.” 
 
2021/09 Report from Chairman of Polstead Parish Council 
Andrew Wade gave the Parish Council’s report for 2020 / 2021.  
 
“Despite these unusual and difficult times, the Council continued its activities and during the year held 12 
meetings using Zoom technology.  I am pleased to confirm that the virtual meetings were still attended by 
parishioners on a regular basis.  However, because of the pandemic regulations, we were unable to hold 
or support events such as the Carol Service at Christmas, the ‘Big Breakfast’ in the village hall, and the 
litter picking session.   
 
During the year we had to say goodbye to two councillors, to Sue Wigglesworth and to Karen Richardson.  
Sue had served the Council and the community for many years and she will be greatly missed.  We wish 
her well in her new home in Lavenham.  Sue’s position will be filled as a result of a by-election with a poll 
due on 6 May.  Following that, the Councillors hope to be able to replace Karen’s position by co-option.   
 
At our virtual meetings over the year, 33 planning applications were considered.  There is still pressure for 
development throughout the parish, in many cases outside the built-up area boundaries of our village and 
hamlets and contrary to Babergh Council policies. 
The Council continues to safeguard and maintain the Council assets, two litter bins have been replaced 
and when pandemic restrictions allow, then we will be carrying out a full survey of all the Parish dog and 
litter bins to make sure that we have the right allocation and sites. 
 
The Council has completed the installation of two bus shelters at Bower House Tye on each side of the 
main road.  
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The allotments off Rockalls Road continue to be well used and maintained.  There is a vacant plot 
available, so if anyone is interested please make contact with our Clerk Dave Crimmin for further 
information. 
 
On occasions, some motorists are using excessive speed on certain roads in the Parish.  This brings 
increased disturbance and risk to other highway users.  The Council is considering taking advantage of a 
new scheme from Suffolk Police to use automatic number plate recognition technology to help identify 
drivers who are not conforming to speed limits.  During the year the Council examined the adoption of the 
‘Quiet Lanes Initiative’ within the Parish and this will be kept under review.   
 
The Council had plans to take soundings from all the households within the Parish seeking views on what 
facilities and investments residents would wish to see in the future.  This exercise has had to be 
postponed for the time being because of the lockdown regulations. 
 
As many parishioners will be aware, National Grid has started a consultation exercise on its plans to 
make changes to the two high voltage power lines which cross the Parish.  The proposed scheme is 
identified by National Grid as the Bramford to Twinstead Reinforcement.  If carried out as proposed, the 
scheme will have a major impact on the whole Parish not only during construction but for the very long 
term.  Your Parish Council urges everyone to take an interest in the proposals and to use the opportunity 
to respond to the consultation. On the published timetable, the deadline is only a month away.” 
 
2021/10 Bramford to Twinstead 
Andrew Wade shared Polstead Parish Council’s letter sent to the Minister responsible for National Grid’s 
role in the Bramford to Twinstead consultation which is due to run to the 6th May 2021. 
 
“I am writing on behalf of Polstead Parish Council to add our support to the letter dated 23rd March 2021 
from our local MPs which called for a pause in the consultation on the proposed Bramford to Twinstead 
line. 
 
We are deeply involved as the two existing lines run directly through our village.  More than half of the 
parish of Polstead lies within the Dedham Vale AONB and the proposals are a matter of great sensitivity.  
We feel it premature to seek the opinion of our parishioners when it is clear that National Grid have not 
established their general nor their local details through our village. 
 
It is already provoking local severe disquiet and as such we totally agree with our MPs that the 
consultation should halt while clear plans are produced and published.  The time frame for consultation is 
far too short in any event and fails to give the public an opportunity to understand and respond. 
 
The particular problems for Polstead are very serious. The maps issued by NG are at best schematic, 
very vague and imprecise. There have always been plans to bury the lines through the AONB from 
Polstead to Leavenheath.  The proposals identify two options for the siting of the Polstead sealing 
compound where the overhead lines would be taken underground. There is little detail on the size, 
damage to local infrastructure, appearance and contents.  The only information available suggests that 
the sealing compound could cover between two and four acres of open countryside on the very edge of 
the designated AONB. 
 
Certain parts of the indicated undergrounding scheme may not be the least damaging solution since NG 
have suggested a 500m wide zone would be required to accommodate all the buried lines.  The 
cumulative effect of running the proposed lines through our village is a major risk to the environment, 
socioeconomic life of the village let alone the risk to our parishioners of the summative effect of multiple 
strong EMF fields on the future health of our residents. 
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We call on the Government to pause, reflect and replan, looking again at the undersea options to 
transport power from East Anglia to London and the South East.  It appears that this option has been 
dropped without any public consultation. 
 
We feel pausing the consultation will allow a safer, cleaner and more sustainable option for the 
Government to be achieved.” 
 
He urged all residents to respond to the consultation as the implications of the proposals would impact 
upon Polstead residents for generations. 
 
Question from members of Polstead Village 
No other issues raised. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


